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ENGLISH 1105 
English Forum: Or How to Be a Great 
English Major 
Course Description 
What makes English such a great major? And how can 
students be empowered to get the most of out their studies 
and time at EIU? 
These are the main questions we will be answering in English 
Forum this semester as the course acquaints you with 
practical advice and important information about your home 
department at EIU. 
Course Goals 
The course has several goals: 
1. to introduce you to the students and faculty, options of 
study, and other opportunities in the English 
Department; 
2. to provide you with information you need to get the most 
out of your time in the English Department; 
3. to help you begin career planning, including planning a 
path through the major. 
In order to meet these goals, we will explore: 
resources; 
share our favorite literary/linguistic thinking; 
meet and talk with poets, directors, actors, and 
professors about different ways to interact with literary 
texts; 
attend cultural events together (maybe even a play); 
and begin thinking about how to build your electronic 
portfolio/resume. 
Course Expectations 
This is a one-credit designed to assist you in your transition to 
college life and into the English Department. The most 
important requirement is that you actively engage with the 
class. 
I hope to provide an environment where you feel comfortable 
Fall 2020 
Online with Virtual Meetings 
TBA 
Texts & Materials 
Important materials will be 
posted in Modules on D2L 
lrrisimctor: Prof. Caldwell 
mcaldwell@eiu.edu 
Office: Coleman 3050 
Office Homs: 
Mon & Tues 3:15-4:45pm 
Fri 8- i Oam & by appt 
Use Calandly to sign up for an 
appointment 
asking questions and just feeling at home. But in this informal and friendly class-where your 







F Below 60 
Academic Integrity 
Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity and conduct as defined in EIU's 
Code of Conduct (http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php). Violations will be reported to 
the Office of Student Standards. 
Plagiarism unequivocally will not be tolerated in this course. Plagiarism is defined as "The 
appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and 
representation of them as one's own original work" (Random House Dictionary of the English 
Language). The English Department's policy on plagiarism states that any teacher who discovers an 
act of plagiarism has the right and responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate 
penalty, up to and including immediate assignments of a grade of F for the assigned essay and a 
grade of F for the course, and to report the incident to the Office of Student Standards. Respect for 
the work of others should encompass all formats, including print, electronic, and oral sources. 
Student Resources 
Students with Disabilities 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact 
the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
The Student Success Center and The Writing Center 
Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are encouraged to contact the 
Student Success Center (http://www.eiu.edu/-success) for assistance with time management, test 
taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support academic 
achievement. The Student Success Center provides individualized consultations. To make an 
appointment, call 217-581-6696. 
The Writing Center: Students who would like assistance with writing assignments from this or any 
other course may go to the Writing Center. The Writing Center works with students from all 
disciplines, majors, and academic backgrounds at any stage of the writing process. To make an 
appointment, call (217) 581-5929 or reach their online booking system at https://www.eiu.edu/writing/. 
English Teacher Education Majors 
Students seeking Teacher Certification in English Language Arts should provide each of their English 
Department professors with a copy of the yellow form called "Application for English Department 
Approval to Student Teach" before the end of the semester. These forms are available in a rack 
outside the office of Dr. Melissa Ames (3821 Coleman Hall). 
Cl ass R eamremen s ec IS 0 t / Ch kr t f A t ss1anmen s 
Assignment Date Completed 
E-Scavenger Hunt (1 O points) Due by August 31 
Virtual Meeting with Dr. Caldwell during the first Sign up for a 20-minute appointment using 
4 weeks of class (by Sept. 28) (1 O points) Calandl~ 
Date and description of meeting 1: 
2 Small Group Meetings (virtual or F2F as 
agreed upon by the group) (15 points) 
Date and description of meeting 2: 
Attend 2 Department-related event or campus Date and Description of event 1: 
events, either virtual or in-person (15 points) 
Date and description of event 2: 
Complete a draft of a resume (25 points) Due by Dec. 2 
Complete a draft of a major narrative (25 points) Due by Dec. 2 
Class Engagement and Participation in 
Discussion Forums, viewing of presentations (as Throughout the semester 
tracked in D2L, and Class meetings (1 O points) 
Note: There is no midterm or final exam in this course. 
Week of Aug. 
31 
Orientation to D2L and the Course Requirements 
• Read syllabus 
• Respond to Doodle Poll to determine a synchronous 
class meeting time 
• Complete discussion forum post assignment (first post 
due Aug. 27, at least 2 responses by Aug. 30) 
Complete E-Scavenger Hunt (due Aug. 31) 
Topic: Getting to Know the Major and Your Fellow English Majors 
• Complete discussion forum-post a picture that encapsulates your first week 
• Small group assignments 
• Virtual class meeting at time TBD 
• Intro to the English Major 
Week of Sept. 7 Topic: Your Career as an English Major 
Week of Sept. 
14 
Week of Sept. 
21 
Week of Sept. 
28 
• Watch message from the English Department Chair, Angela Vietto 
• Schedule a meeting with Dr. Caldwell via Calandly for a time before Sept. 28, if 
you haven't already done so. 
Topic English Language Arts with Teacher Certification 
Dr. Melissa Ames. Teacher Education & Media/Cultural Studie.s 
• Virtual Class Meeting 
Topic: Concentration 1: Literature & Cultural Studies 
• Complete a draft of your resume 
• Virtual Class Meeting 
Topic: Concentration 2: Professional Writing and Internships for Credit 
Dr. Terri Fredrick. Coordinator, Professional Writing Internships Professional Writing; Q&A 
for Resume Writing 
• Virtual Class Meeting 
• Post a draft of your resume to your major group on D2L (I will create major 
groups forums). Read at least 3 other group member's resumes and comment 
on them. 
Week of Oct. 5 Topic: Concentration 3: Creative Writing 
Dr. Bess Winter 
• Virtual Class Meeting 
Week of Oct. 12 Topic: Interdisciplinary Minors: Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies (WSG) and Film 
Studies 
Dr. Marjorie Worthington, Coordinator for WGS Minor, and Dr. Robin Murray, Coordinator 
for Film Studies Minor 
Week of Oct. 19 Topic: Advising in the English Department 
• Virtual Class Meeting 
Week of Oct. 26 Topic: Graduate School in English and the English Masters Program 
Dr. Ran<:ly Beebe, Director of Masters Program in English 
Week of Nov. 2 Topic: Paid and Unpaid Internships and your Career Trajectory 
Guest: Bobbi Kingery, (Director, Career Services}. How to get a job/internship and how 
EIU can help. 
• Virtual Class Meeting 
Week of Nov. 9 Topic: English Major Narratives 
Week of Nov. 
16 
• Week of Nov. 
30 
• Virtual Class Meeting 
Topic: English Major Narrative Workshop 
• Discussion forum: Post a draft of your major narrative to your major group on D2L 
(f will create major groups forums). Read at least 3 other group member's 
narratives and comment on their narrative. 
Revise English Major Narrative and Resume 
• Tur,n i:0 the fy1ajor Narrative and ftesurne by Dec. 7. 
Week of Dec. 7 Wrap up and Course Evaluations 
• Turn in evidence of 2 small group meetings and attendance at 2 events by Dec. 
11. 
